
Columbus, Ohio (March 11, 2022) 
 
The Ohio Golf Association announced the class of 2022 to be inducted into the Ohio 
Golf Hall of Fame.   
 
The Ohio Golf Hall of Fame strives to recognize outstanding achievements of 
Ohioans who play or support the game of golf.  The Hall of Fame was founded in 
1992 and its members include Jack Nicklaus, Bob Hope, Tammie Green, John Cook 
and Ben Curtis among others. (Hall of Fame Inductees by year at the bottom of this 
release). 
 
The induction ceremony will be held at Plum Brook CC, in Sandusky, Ohio on 
Monday, August 1.  Plum Brook CC is also the host of the annual Ohio Senior 
Amateur Hall of Fame Tournament, showcasing the banquet dinner and ceremony.  
Tickets for the dinner and ceremony may be purchased by calling the Ohio Golf 
Association at 614-698-0014.   
 
Bob Sowards is a member of the PGA of America. Sowards has played in 41 PGA 
Tour events including 11 PGA Championships and was a member of the PGA Tour in 
2008. Sowards has also played in 76 Korn Ferry Tour events and was a member of 
the Korn Ferry tour in 1998, 2004, 2009. Sowards was PGA of America National 
Club Professional Player of the Year in 2003, 2004, 2005, 2014, PGA of America 
National Club Professional Champion in 2004. Sowards has won the PGA of America 
National Senior Club Professional Player of the Year in 2018, 2019 and 2021 along 
with the PGA of America National Senior Club Professional Champion in 2018. 
Sowards is an 18-time PGA of America Southern Ohio Section Player of the Year and 
a 10 time PGA of America Southern Ohio Section Champion. Sowards has won three 
Ohio Open Championships and three Senior Ohio Open Championships. Sowards 
was the Co-Champion of the AA Ohio High School State Championship in 1986. 
Sowards is a member of the Southern Ohio PGA Hall of Fame.  
 
Gary Taylor attended Lakewood High School and continued his education at 
Eastern Kentucky University. Taylor enlisted in the Army from 1967-1970 and is a 
Vietnam Veteran. Taylor has been married to Linda (McGill) Taylor for 46 years.  
Taylor began his career in golf in 1974 working at Tates Creek GC while he was a 
student. In 1976 and 1977 Taylor was the Assistant Professional under PGA 
member Don Shock at Columbus CC. In 1978 Taylor was the Assistant Professional 
at Marietta CC under Bernie Wentis.  
Taylor became the Head Golf Professional at Miami Shores GC in 1979 and 
continued through the 1980 season before moving onto Marysville CC from 1981-
1984 and Oakhurst CC from 1985-1986.  
In December of 1986 Taylor was hired as the Head Golf Professional at Columbus CC 
following the retirement of Don Shock. Taylor remained the Head Golf Professional 
through his retirement in 2013. Following his retirement Columbus CC named their 
Annual Member Guest, The Taylor Cup.  



During his 37 years as an active PGA member, Taylor served the Southern Ohio PGA 
Board holding the positions of Secretary, Vice President, and President during his 
time. Taylor was also the Vice President and President of the Columbus chapter of 
the SOPGA. Taylor served on the PGA of America’s National Board of Directors as 
District five director from 1993-1995.  
Taylor is a four-time Horton Smith Award Winner for continuing education, a two 
time SOPGA Professional of the Year.  
Since retirement Taylor has served as a starter and official for Ohio Golf Association 
Championships and Society of Seniors Championships.  
Taylor is a member of the Southern Ohio PGA Hall of Fame. 
 
For more information regarding the Ohio Golf Hall of Fame or the Ohio Senior 
Amateur Hall of Fame Tournament, contact the Ohio Golf Association at 614-698-
0014. 
 
1992 Jack Nicklaus James Rhodes 
 Peggy Kirk Bell Ed Preisler 
 Earl Hamilton Denny Shute 
 Byron Nelson Pete Dye 
 Toney Penna Arnold Palmer 
 E. Mandell De Windt Rick Jones 
 Bob Hope 
1993 Janet Beardsley William Bosshard 
 Arthur Hills Kenneth Young 
1994 Jack Hesler Nicholas Popa 
 Chuck Smith Jan Taylor 
1995 Walker Inman, Jr. Donald A. Kotnik 
 Mark H. McCormack Barbara McIntire 
1996 Tony Blom Herman Keiser 
 Tom Nieporte Bob Rankin 
 Joseph M. Wells  
1997 Jack Kidwell Mike Hurdzan 
 John Fischer Bob Servis 
1998 Bob Kepler Pandel Savic 
 Jack Grout 
1999 Henry Picard Dow Finsterwald 
 Dick Gordin 
2000 Jack Waldock George Mateyo 
2001 Kaye Kessler Bucky Albers 
 Paul Hornung George Sweda 
2002 John Kretzschmar Bob Lewis 
 Ed Meister Kermit Blosser 
2003 Don Albert Steve Pipoly  
 Dan Carmichael Randy Reifers 
2004 Tom Weiskopf Herb Page 
 Tammie Green George “Duke” Smith 



2005 Ralph Maltby Harold Weber 
 George Bellino  
2006 Glenn Apple Jim Brown 
 Joe Ungvary Sr. 
2007 Renee M. Powell William Powell 
 Rod Myers 
2008 Duane Guerin Fred Balthaser 
 Rodger Cromer 
2009 Denny Gallagher Ed Sneed 
 Pat Lindsey 
2010 Hugh Wall III Taylor Metcalfe 
 Alex Nipper Campbell 
2011 Raymond Sovik Howard Peterson 
 George Sargent 
2012 Roger McManus Don Perne 
 Tom Elfers 
2013 S.P. Jermain Jim Logue 
 Don Padgett II Jerry McGee 
2014 Alan Fadel Don Nist 
 John Cook Frank Stranahan 
2015 Mike Kiely Doug Gordon 
 Lalu Sabotin Bob Fairchild 
2016 Jack Sayers Duff Lawrence 
 James Stahl 
2017 Gary Trivisonno Sterling T. Beckwith 
 Gary Robison 
2018 Ben Curtis Rob Moss 
 Al Espinosa 
2019 Doug Hanzel James “Skip” Snow 
 Rod Spittle 
2020 Robert Gerwin II Thomas Grzywinski 
 Betty Kerby Peppard 
2021 J. Stuart “Stu” Francis Rosie Jones 
 Meg Mallon 
 


